STURBRIDGE CONSERVATION COMMISSION
February 04, 2010
Members present:  Dave Barnicle, Ed Goodwin, Wendy Hansen, Jeff Bonja, Joe Kowalski (Alternate Member) and Calvin Montigney(Alternate Member).
Members absent:  Donna Grehl.
Also Present:  Erin Jacque, Conservation Agent, Barron & Jacobs, Randy Redetzka, Leonard Jalbert, Charlie Blanchard, Mark Farrell (not signed in) and Tom Creamer.

7:00 PM-Open Meeting - Quorum check

As time allows

CPA and Lakes Advisory Committee update(s)

· EG stated CPA met Monday evening and other than waiting for some numbers the annual report is complete.  EG stated there was discussion of the Plympton property.  EG stated with regard to trails CPC had committed $50,000.00 for the designing of the Trails Master Plan which EG stated is not legal; CPC cannot pay for a plan that is not on CPC land.
Approval of Minutes:  
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to accept the December 17, 2009 minutes.
                     Vote:  4/0.

MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to accept the January 07, 2010 minutes.

                     Vote:  4/0.

· EG stated regarding the 7:40 p.m. public hearing on January 07, 2010 he recused himself.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by JB to accept the January 21, 2010 minutes as presented and corrected.

                     Vote:  4/0. 
7:30 p.m. Public Hearing - (Public Hearing opened 1/21/10) Notice of Intent DEP# 300-822 to construct an addition to a single-family house at 96 South Shore Drive.  Application submitted by Jalbert Engineering on behalf of Kathryn Gliha.
· DB stated the Commission did a site visit on Saturday.
· EJ stated she received correspondence from the Board of Health which she read into the record:  “Regarding 96 South Shore Drive if the footprint of the dwelling is expanding but not adding a room then we will need a site plan showing proper offsets to septic.  If they are adding a room then I will have to evaluate the existing rooms vs. the proposed rooms in conjunction with the septic engineering.  Either case would be looked at by the Board of Health prior to a building permit”. 
·  EJ stated her recommendation was to extend the erosion controls to the foundation of the property.

· JB asked about a tree that’s proposed to be removed.

· Lenny Jalbert showed the Commission the plan and stated next Wed. the project will go before the ZBA because it’s a non-conforming lot.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DB to approve the plan as submitted with EJ’s comments regarding the erosion controls.

                     Vote:  4/0.
7:40 p.m. Public Hearing - (public hearing opened 1/7/10) Notice of Intent DEP# 300-819 for construction of a single family house, driveway, septic and associated work at 109A McGilpin Road.  Application submitted by Green Hill Engineering, Inc. on behalf of Richard DiBonaventura.
· EG stated that he recused himself.
· EJ read the observations from the site visit report: “The Commission entered the site from behind the property because it was too frozen and snow covered.  It is difficult to understand the need for further tree removal.  Property looks like additional cutting has taken place since we last issued an enforcement order.  Potential solutions:  Deny cutting below the hay bale line as indicated on the original plan. 

· MF doesn’t think any additional trees were cut down as indicated in the report.

· DB wants more information concerning the potential vernal pool.

· EJ stated if the Commission suspects it’s a vernal pool they can give a 100’ buffer of no disturb.

· MF stated it was last perked 1/31/2008.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DB to approve the plan for the single family house, driveway and septic for 109A McGilpin Road MA DEP #300-819.
                     Vote:  1/2 opposed by WH and DB.

· EJ stated that the public hearing hasn’t closed yet so it can be continued.
· MF asked for a continuance.
Public Hearing continued to March 04, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.
8:00 PM OTHER BUSINESS (as Time Allows)
OLD BUSINESS
Private Roads:

· EJ stated Jean Bubon, the Town Planner responded via e-mail about private road issues and DPW has not responded.
· DB suggested having the Commission read JB’s letter first before discussion.  DB also suggested postponing discussion on the bylaw revision until after the public hearing.
Letter of Support to Trouts Unlimited:

· EJ stated she sent a letter of support c/o Carol Childress to Mass Environmental Trust.
· Discussion amongst Commission which was inaudible.

MOTION:  By JB, seconded by DB to send a letter of support to Trouts Unlimited.

                     Vote:  3/1 opposed by EG.

Conservation Commission report:

· EJ stated she sent out the letter to Commission members today and if there are any edits or changes to get them to her.

· JB suggested putting the Conservation Commission report on the town website.
· DB suggested putting in the report the purpose of the Conservation Commission. 

Letter for Burgess School Building Committee:

· EJ stated she received modifications from two members; one edit was that Commission members use discretion in certain situations and the other comment was a suggestion to emphasize in the letter the seriousness of filling the wetland.
Consensus amongst Commission members to write the letter as amended.

Discussion on proposed Trails Committee Charter:

· Randy Redetzke, Chairman of the Trails Committee stated he is here to discuss overlapping of duties between Trails Committee, Conservation Open Space Assistant and PLAC.  
· DB stated there have been three meetings with representatives from the Trails Committee, PLAC, DB and EJ from Conservation to iron out toe stepping.
· RR stated he is also here for the Conservation Commission to endorse the Charter that the Trails Committee is putting forward to them.  RR stated the Trails Committee is asking for responsibility for all trails related activities with the concurrence of the body exercising care, custody and control.  RR stated he provided the Commission with a first draft of how the Trails Committee would make decisions.
· DB stated at the last Conservation meeting the Commission was provided with the proposed Charter to review.  DB stated he had isolated the proposal into 5 different steps with the first step being that the Trails Committee is operating at the discretion of the Town Administrator and concurrence with the Board of Selectman and will be guided by the Charter while conducting the business of the Town of Sturbridge.  DB stated that Commissions role is defined by the WPA.
· RR and JB are inaudible.
· DB stated the existence of the PLAC is because Conservation went to the BOS and asked for help because of the issue of care, custody and control with several parcels of land in town.
· RR is inaudible.
· JB stated he would like to see the buck stop with the BOS in regards to the Charter.
· Charlie Blanchard stated once the Trails Committee has the authority to carry out this mission the decision rests with them; it doesn’t usually come back to the BOS.  CB suggested that maybe there should be an appeal process.
· EJ stated that the PLAC and Trails Committee don’t have a set of policies, regulations and BMP by the town to follow and stated there needs to be some oversight on who to go to if there’s an issue.
· DB suggested going to the BOS for discussion on clarity for the PLAC and Trail Committees.
Bylaw Discussion:

· JB was inaudible.
· DB suggested starting the discussion where the Commission left off except if there are any questions prior to that then they can be discussed.

· EJ stated if any new member wishes to meet with her about this she will be happy to meet with them. 

· DB stated in response to JBs question the Commission can partially answer that the 200’ came from the Rivers Act where 200’ is the state mandated boundary for all rivers. 

· JB asked why the Commission extended that to every wetland.

· DB stated the Commission felt there must have been a sufficient amount of investigative information that the state was using in selecting that as opposed to 125’ or 150’.

· JB was inaudible.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Minor Modifications to Orders of Conditions

DEP #300-596:  264 Brookfield Road:

· EJ stated she had a conversation with Greg Morse about the property at 264 Brookfield Road and stated the Building Inspector couldn’t issue a building permit because the Right of Way offset to the structure wasn’t correct with the plan that was approved thru Conservation previously.  EJ stated the BI sat down with the owner of the property and came up with a potential solution to move the Right of Way which includes getting permission from people who have rights to the Right of Way and relocating it to another area that way the setback would be appropriate so the building permit could be issued.  EJ stated the existing Right of Way in the approved plan by Conservation is over the sewer line which was put in on Mt. Dan going down to Paradise Lane.  EJ stated the sewer line was put in with a grant from USDA World Development and as a requirement of that grant the installation of the sewer line has to be in the Right of Way.  EJ stated if they move the Right of Way that would mean the sewer line would also have to be relocated.  EJ stated GM had a discussion with Mark Farrell today.
· MF discussed the Right of Way with the Commission.
· EJ stated she requested a meeting with the BI, herself, DPW and the town Planner to look at this and stated MF was welcome to come to the meeting.
· DB asked MF if he would like a continuation.
· MF stated yes.  MF stated about 8-10 trees would need to be removed and most of the work is outside the 100’ buffer.  MF suggested revegetating the area.
· EJ asked about emergency vehicle access.
Discussion continued to February 18, 2010 at about 8:00-8:30 p.m.
Enforcement Order

58 South Shore Drive:
· DB stated that the Commission went on a site visit Sunday.
· EJ stated an Enforcement Order was issued and DB signed off on it and it now needs to be ratified with a vote.  EJ stated she has an appointment on Monday with DEP, Jalbert Engineering, Eco Tech and the owner of the property Art Godin.
· DB stated this is a superseding order that is being violated.
MOTION:  By DB, seconded by EG that we ratify the Enforcement Order for the construction at 58 South Shore Rd.

                     Vote:  4/0.
Open Space Update - discussion on Agent request:
· EJ stated that Leslie Wong has been working on getting more comprehensive documents on the Adopt a Trail program.  EJ stated that LW finished a couple of documents which she made copies for the Commission to review.
· EG asked if she was working with Conservation on it.

· EJ stated she came to Conservation to get approval for Adopt a Trail and once that was approved she went to Trails.

· JB asked if Trails supported this.

· RR was inaudible.
· DB stated it was agreed the administrative portion would be better if someone other than RR or Trails Committee took over so Conservation has given the Open Space Assistant the opportunity to do the administrative portion of it with constant contact with Trails Committee.

· EJ stated it is under LW job description to deal with trail related projects.

WHIP Grant:

· EJ stated LW has gotten a couple of quotes for the spraying on the WHIP grant and she is still waiting for a couple of more quotes.  EJ stated the quotes came in with proposed treatment options which are all approved by USDA.
· DB stated all the applicants are licensed thru the state.

American Hiking Society:

· EJ stated that DPW went out to the Robinson Crusoe trail and took gravel from the large pile and distributed smaller piles of gravel along the trail.
Parking Area Easement:

· EJ stated it was asked at the last meeting who LW had spoken to from the Board of Directors at OSV and EJ stated it was Brad King.  EJ stated she asked LW to get something in writing stating that BK has responded to the proposed easement and giving us an approximate time frame of when they will get back to the Commission.
· EG asked if OSV has the report from Tighe and Bond.

· EJ stated they have the drawn up surveyed easement and the written up documents from the town Attorney waiting to be signed.

· RR was inaudible.

· EG asked if DB could speak with OSV.

· DB stated he is willing to contact OSV if the Commission wants him to.

· The Commission decided to wait.

Adopt A Trail:
· EJ stated LW has provided packets to everyone for input and corrections and there’s a tentative date of May 15th or 16th for a picnic lunch.  EJ stated they are hoping to do nature walks and a story book trail with the children.  EJ stated LW met with RR on Friday and are looking forward to working together on the June 5th event at Heins Farm.

· RR was inaudible.

· JB was inaudible.

Future Projects:

· EJ stated that she and LW have a meeting next week with the principal at the Junior High about doing an educational project. 
Follow up on outstanding sites with concerns

100 Fiske Hill Road:
· EJ stated that Mr. Voyles, the owner of 100 Fiske Hill Road contacted DB about a septic issue with a previous Order of Conditions and when EJ and DB went to the site Mr. Voyles explained that one section of his house is connected to town sewer and he is not sure if the other section is and he is concerned as to where the outlet is going.  EJ stated that she notified DPW and BOH and was told if the connection isn’t there it needs to be connected immediately or prove that it is already connected.  EJ stated that a letter was sent to Mr. Voyles stating that he needs to work with the BOH and DPW to get the connection made.
9:30 PM SITE VISIT SCHEDULE

MOTION:  By EG, seconded by JB to adjourn @ 10:09 p.m.

                     Vote:  4/0.
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